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CCSS + BreakBread Programs
Dear Teachers,

The following is a summary of Common Core State Standards addressed through our
BreakBread Literary Apprentice (LA) and Creative Classroom Workshop Programs. We hope
this will be a helpful resource in recruiting your students to apply for our apprenticeship program
and/or in creating independent study opportunities for your students through your school site. If
you have any questions or would like to further discuss our programs, please don’t hesitate to
contact our Editor-In-Chief, David Hall: david@breakbreadproject.org. We have several
credentialed secondary ELA teachers on our team, and we are excited to collaborate with you in
meeting your students’ needs!

Sincerely,
The BreakBread Magazine Leadership Team

W. David Hall, Editor-In-Chief/President
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CCSS Alignment for 9gth & 10th Grade English
Language Arts

BreakBread Magazine

READING: Literary Liaisons (LA’s) evaluate submissions for the magazine, they will read and
interpret a variety of texts: poetry, fiction, creative nonfiction, and visual arts: fine art,
photography, comics, illustrated narratives, and hybrid work. Close, critical reading requires
LA’s to appreciate each piece’s literary merits and to determine its level of fit within the vision
of the magazine. In this practice, they will engage in the following skills:

CCSSETA-LITERACY R[L.9-10.1
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-102
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over
the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific
details; provide an objective summary of the text.

CCSSELA-LITERACY.RL.9-103
Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations)
develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or
develop the theme.

CCSSELA-LITERACY RL.9-104
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word
choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place;
how it sets a formal or informal tone).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.5
Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within
it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects
as mystery, tension, or surprise.

WRITING & REASONING: During genre meetings as well as in written feedback via our
submission management program, Submittable, LAs will discuss merits of submissions and
areas for literary development. In these discussions, they will be asked to support their voting
decisions and provide a rationale for accepting or rejecting submitted work; particularly if the
group needs to work to reach a consensus about the inclusion/exclusion of any piece.
Additionally, LAs will learn how to write personalized rejection letters wherein they will
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practice articulating constructive, encouraging feedback for submitted work that we could
not place in our current issue. In these exercises, they will engage in the following skills:

CCSSELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1A
Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims,
and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among claim(s),
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

CCSSELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1.B
Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while pointing
out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience's
knowledge level and concerns.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1.C
Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion,
and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and
evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.

SPEAKING & LISTENING: During Genre meetings, LAs will present and advocate for
the inclusion of their favorite pieces that they have read prior to each meeting. If there is a
lack of consensus on any piece, LAs will collaboratively (under the mentorship of the
Assistant Genre Editor) debate the piece’s compatibility with BreakBread Magazine’s vision.
In this process, they will engage in the following skills:

Comprehension and Collaboration

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one,
in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9-10 topics, texts, and
issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

CCSSELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1 A
Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of
ideas.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1 B
Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making (e.g.,
informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views), clear
goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed.



CCSSELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.C
Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current
discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the
discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.

CCSSELA-LITERACY.SL.9-101D
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and
disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and
understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning
presented.

CCSSELA-LITERACY.SL.9-103
Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric,
identifying any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.4
Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically
such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development,
substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.5
Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and
interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning,
and evidence and to add interest.

LANGUAGE: Literary Apprentices will receive training in developmental editing and will
work in teams to edit one piece per issue. This provides LA’s with practice in written
conventions of English and builds fluency and nuance through use of critical thinking to
develop figurative language skills.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-10.]
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage
when writing or speaking.

CCSSELA-LITERACY.1.9-102
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling when writing.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.1.9-103
Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully
when reading or listening.



CCSSELA-LITERACY.L.9-10.5
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-10.6
Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases,
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career
readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

Creative Classroom Workshops + Peer Workshops

During Creative Classroom Generative Writing Workshops, LAs and community
participants will discuss a variety of craft aspects as well as participate in generative writing
exercises under the expert guidance of a visiting teaching artist.

During Peer Workshops, LAs will work in collaboration with Assistant Genre Editors (AGEds)
to provide/receive constructive feedback for peer works generated during the Creative Classroom
workshops and compose a short critique of each workshop piece. This allows LALAs to develop
revision skills by learning from feedback applied to their work as well as the work of their peers.

The standards engaged during these sessions, with variations depending on genre, are as
follows:

WRITING

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.3
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.3.A
Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation,
establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or
characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-103.B
Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple
plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.3.C
Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to
create a coherent whole.



CCSS ELA-LITERACY.W.9-103.D
Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid
picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.3.E
Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed,
or resolved over the course of the narrative.

RESEARCH

CCSSELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.7
Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question
(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry
when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating
understanding of the subject under investigation.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.8
Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using
advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the
research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of
ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

BREADTH

CCSSELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.10
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision)
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes,
and audiences.

REVISION

CCSSELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.4
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing
types are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.5
Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or
trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific
purpose and audience.

SPEAKING & LISTENING

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SI.9-10.1
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one,



in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9-10 topics, texts, and
issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

CCSSELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1 A
Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of
ideas.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1 B
Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making (e.g.,
informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views), clear
goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed.

CCSSELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.C
Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current
discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the
discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.

CCSSELA-LITERACY.SL.9-101D
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and
disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and
understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning
presented.

CCSSELA-LITERACY.SL.9-103
Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric,
identifying any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.



CCSS Alignment for 11th & 12th Grade English
Language Arts

BreakBread Magazine

READING: Literary Liaisons (LA’s) evaluate submissions for the magazine, they will read and
interpret a variety of texts: poetry, fiction, creative nonfiction, and visual arts: fine art,
photography, comics, illustrated narratives, and hybrid work. Close, critical reading requires
LA’s to appreciate each piece’s literary merits and to determine its level of fit within the vision
of the magazine. In this practice, they will engage in the following skills:

CCSSELA-LITERACY RL 11-12.1
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the
text leaves matters uncertain.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.2
Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development
over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to
produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.3
Analyze the impact of the author's choices regarding how to develop and relate
elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how
the characters are introduced and developed).

CCSSELA-LITERACY.RL 11-12.4
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on
meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is
particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as well as other
authors.)

CCSSELA-LITERACY.RL11-12.5
Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text
(e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or
tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic
impact.

WRITING & REASONING: During genre meetings as well as in written feedback via our
submission management program, Submittable, LAs will discuss merits of submissions and
areas for literary development. In these discussions, they will be asked to support their voting
decisions and provide a rationale for accepting or rejecting submitted work; particularly if the



group needs to work to reach a consensus about the inclusion/exclusion of any piece.
Additionally, LAs will learn how to write personalized rejection letters wherein they will
practice articulating constructive, encouraging feedback for submitted work that we could
not place in our current issue. In these exercises, they will engage in the following skills:

CCSSELA-LITERACY W.11-12.1
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY W.11-12.1 A
Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s),
distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization
that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1.B
Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant
evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner
that anticipates the audience's knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1.C
Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of
the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons,
between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.

SPEAKING & LISTENING: During Genre meetings, LAs will present and advocate for
the inclusion of their favorite pieces that they have read prior to each meeting. If there is a
lack of consensus on any piece, LAs will collaboratively (under the mentorship of the
Assistant Genre Editor) debate the piece’s compatibility with BreakBread Magazine’s vision.
In this process, they will engage in the following skills:

Comprehension and Collaboration:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one,

in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11-12 topics, texts, and
issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.A

Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of
ideas.




CCSSELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1B
Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set
clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as needed.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.C
Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and
evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify,
verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative
perspectives.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1D
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and
evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and
determine what additional information or research is required to deepen the
investigation or complete the task.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.3
Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric,
assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and
tone used.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas:

CCSSELA-LITERACY.SL 11-12 4
Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct
perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing
perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.5
Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and
interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning,
and evidence and to add interest.

LANGUAGE: Literary Apprentices will receive training in developmental editing and will
work in teams to edit one piece per issue. This provides LA’s with practice in written
conventions of English and builds fluency and nuance through use of critical thinking to
develop figurative language skills.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.1
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage
when writing or speaking.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-122
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling when writing.
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.3
Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully
when reading or listening.

CCSSELA-LITERACY.L11-12.5
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.6
Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases,
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career
readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

Creative Classroom Workshops + Peer Workshops

During Creative Classroom Generative Writing Workshops, LAs and community
participants will discuss a variety of craft aspects as well as participate in generative writing
exercises under the expert guidance of a visiting teaching artist.

During Peer Workshops, LAs will work in collaboration with Assistant Genre Editors (AGEds)
to provide/receive constructive feedback for peer works generated during the Creative Classroom
workshops and compose a short critique of each workshop piece. This allows LALAs to develop
revision skills by learning from feedback applied to their work as well as the work of their peers.

The standards engaged during these sessions, with variations depending on genre, are as
follows:

WRITING

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.3
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.3.A
Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation and its
significance, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator
and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events.

CCSSELA-LITERACY.W.11-123.B
Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple
plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.
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CCSSELA-LITERACY.W.11-123.C
Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to
create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and outcome (e.g., a sense of
mystery, suspense, growth, or resolution).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY W.11-12.3.D
Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid
picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.3.E
Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed,
or resolved over the course of the narrative.

RESEARCH

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.7
Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question
(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry
when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating
understanding of the subject under investigation.

CCSSFELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.8
Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using
advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in
terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively
to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source
and following a standard format for citation.

BREADTH

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.10
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision)
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes,
and audiences.

REVISION

CCSSELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.4
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.5
Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or
trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific
purpose and audience.

SPEAKING & LISTENING
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one,
in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11-12 topics, texts, and
issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

CCSSELA-LITERACY.SL 11-12.1 A
Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of
ideas.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY SL11-12.1 B
Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set
clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as needed.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.C
Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and
evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify,
verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative
perspectives.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.D
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and
evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and
determine what additional information or research is required to deepen the
investigation or complete the task.

CCSSELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.3
Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric,

assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and
tone used.
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